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President’s Report 
 

Dear Members, 
 

Welcome to the November 2011 edition of the Stallion Walker 

Newsletter. As usual the newsletter contains wonderful articles 

relating to Shire events here in Australia and from the United 

Kingdom and Sweden. The photos are interesting to all interested in 

Shires and give a good representation of some of the best Shires 

throughout the world. 
 

I guess most of you will be now experiencing the joys and difficulties 

of the breeding season. Here at Darnum we have had many sleep 

disturbed nights with one mare currently 25 days overdue. Another 

foaled on 11 November, 12 days overdue, but the foal is safe and 

doing well. 

 

 

I hope you are coping well if you are experiencing similar difficulties. However the joy and 

excitement of new foals compensates. 
 

I wish you all the best of luck for this year’s crop of foals and sincerely hope that your breeding of 

mares is most successful. 
 

From the Society point of view we have continue to be major sponsors and supporters of the Sydney 

Royal Easter Show and the Royal Melbourne Horse Show. Our members will be well represented at 

these Shows in 2012 and I urge all members to attend and support the Shire breed and the various 

exhibitors. If not, we run the risk of losing classes and our valuable sponsors and the opportunities 

to showcase the Shire breed. I look forward to seeing you at the shows. 
 

The Judge at the Sydney Royal Easter Show next April will be Ann Gilbert, a well respected 

Percheron breeder and exhibitor. We wish Ann the best of luck with her assignment with the 

knowledge that she has considerable skill in assessing heavy horses and is impartial in her 

decisions. 
 

The next Australian National Shire Horse Show will be held in March/April 2013. Your committee 

has started to work booking venues, selecting judges, nominating stewards, formulating classes etc.  

As always we need your help in obtaining sponsorship for this major event. If you can help in any 

way please let us know. 
 

I would like to acknowledge and thank Debbie Ormond for her major role in preparing and manning 

the Shire Breed stand at the Brisbane EKKA for the last few years. A marvellous effort. 
 

As always, I thank Terry Parks for her work in preparing this newsletter. Terry is grateful to 

members who provide stories and asks that all members be alert to opportunities to write articles or 

provide photographs of local Shire happenings.  
 

Finally I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy and holy Christmas and a fabulous and 

successful New Year and to remind you that memberships are due for renewal by 31st December. 

We value every member and look forward to your continued support.  
 

Cheers, 
 

Peter R McKeon. 

President. 

 

Disclaimer  The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the views of Shire Horse Breeders 
Australia Inc. or its members. The editor assumes no responsibility whatsoever for the correctness, content, 

use or interpretation of articles and advertisements included in this publication. 
 
  

Society Correspondence 
 

Please send all correspondence to the Secretary.   

Peter McKeon 
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Shire Horse Breeders Australia Inc. Committee Members
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United Kingdom Trip 2011 
 

By Peter R McKeon 
 

In July I visited the United Kingdom as I was honoured to be invited to judge the Shire in hand 

classes at The Nantwich Show which is the UK’s largest one day show. This show also has the 

distinction of being the largest cheese show in Europe. 
 

The show is held midweek and fine and sunny weather greeted us for the 2011 event. The 

Nantwich Show is a qualifier for the Shire horse of the year(SHOY) show and my co- judge was 

T.J.(Jim) Yates, Esq. Belper, Derby, who is Chairman of the SHS Judging Panel. It was very 

interesting judging the Shires with someone who had assessed me five years ago. 
 

There was an excellent line up of Shires with quality and good numbers in all classes from 

Stallions, Mares, Fillies, Geldings, Foals and the Groups. The Shires were particularly well 

groomed and presented for the judges with the standard of handling being very good as these folk 

generally attend a good number of Shire shows each year. 
 

Our Champion was Bodafon Midnight Beauty a three year old mare exhibited by Jonathon 

Worthington from Cheshire and Reserve Champion was Styal Divine Gift exhibited by Jonathon 

Whittaker also a local from Cheshire. Other exhibitors with excellent Shires were Martin Fountain 

with an excellent moving mare, Woodhouse Miss Dynamite, The Moss family from Hillmoor, 

who were most competitive in a host of classes, Sarah Ford and Sue Cosgrove, the Callwood 

Family, and the Gribbin family, ably assisted by Walt Bedford.  
  

I would like to thank and compliment all exhibitors for presenting large numbers of high quality 

Shires for our deliberations. Unfortunately there can only be one Champion on the day. It was a 

great Show and I am indebted to the Committee of the Nantwich Show for their kind and generous 

hospitality. 
  

The rest of my trip was taken up visiting Shire studs and their breeders throughout the UK. While 

visiting Paul Bedford I was lucky to inspect some wonderful Shires including, Metheringham 

Upton Hamlet, a magnificent two year old bay colt who went on to be the winner at the Shire 

Horse of the Year Show judged by Mr Terry Gardner, Preston, Lancashire. Hamlet is the first Colt 

(or Stallion) to win the coveted award for many a year. Hamlet is sired by Moorfield Edward. 

 
Peter McKeon at Bakewell show 

 

 
Jim Yates (left) & Peter McKeon at Nantwich  
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Metheringham Upton Teasel, champion at Bakewell show, thereby qualified for SHOY

1
 

 

 

Bodafon Midnight Beauty, Champion at Nantwich and Qualifier for SHOY  

Handler and owner is Jonathon Worthington of Cheshire. 

                                                
1 Editor’s note. SHS rules state that the horse’s dock MUST be covered. Here, the hair that covers the dock has all 

been used to create the tail bun.  
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CEDARS ARCHIBOLD’S LAST PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
 

We were delighted to read in the South Coast Register of Monday October 31
st
 that Cedars 

Archibold led the parade to re-open the Hampden Bridge at Kangaroo Valley. Having “Archie” at 

the forefront on such a special occasion certainly promotes the Shire breed.  

 

Archie is the oldest Shire born in Australia, having foaled on January 23
rd

 1987. He is the first foal 

sired by Ladbrook Edward, who was imported by Helene Scarf (Cedars Shires) in 1981.  Helene 

and Greg Scarf imported Archie’s dam, Peplow Princess, in 1985.   Archie has retired from public 

life but will continue to enjoy the vast lush pastures of The Cedars property.   
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Archie throws in the reins after a successful career 
From page 13 of the South Coast Register ñExtraò Monday 31

st
 October 2011. 

 

Some would consider Archie a local version of famous horse personalities Mr Ed and Phar Lap as 

over the years he has become a celebrity, winning the hearts of horse lovers. Headlining the 

Hampden Bridge celebrations was a fitting tribute to a horse that in his 27 years has experienced 

an exciting career most people would proudly call their own. Born to imported parents, Archie was 

Australia’s first purebred shire after the shire breed had died out in Australia. Archie has always 

been a big horse, coming into the world at 11-and-a-half hands on the morning of January 23, 

1987. 

 

Until recently, he had the honour of being Australia’s tallest horse standing at 19 hands and in 

2003 was a star attraction at Sydney’s Royal Easter Show as the tallest horse in Australia. 

However, Archie has recently been outgrown by his nephew Luscombe Nodram, who has reached 

20.1 hands to become the tallest horse in the world. 

 

In his exciting career, Archie has worked on street patrols for the mounted Police Academy at 

Redfern as well as being their drum horse. Always the scene stealer, Archie wasn’t really cut out 

for police work. “The problem with him doing street patrols, was that when Archie was standing in 

the middle of the road with the officer directing traffic, the pedestrians would stop in the middle of 

the road to pat Archie which caused traffic chaos,” says Archie’s owner Helene Scarf.  Archie has 

been on several children’s television programs as well as appearing on Burke’s Backyard with 

Don, The Great Outdoors with Ernie Dingo, Getaway with Katrina Rowntree, Totally Wild with 

Sammy and Horse Tales on the Disney Channel. A born and bred Kangaroo Valley Horse, Archie 

continues to live at The Cedars with his nieces and nephews. He still has the job of minding the 

foals once they have been weaned and will always remain good old Uncle Archie to them. Sticking 

with his cheeky yet caring nature, Archie refuses to share his food with adult horses, but like a 

good uncle he’ll allow the foals to eat from his bowl. Although he has retired from official public 

appearances his latest charge is minding an almost one-year-old filly named Winifred and he will 

escort her down to the Kangaroo Valley Show in February.”  
 

 
 

Hampden Bridge, Kangaroo Valley, NSW  
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St Heliers Heavy Horse Field Days 
 

Lee Willis reports that the St. Heliers Heavy Horse Field Days Photo Competition that she 

initiated was very successful.  The winner was Jon May-Steers. Jon is a photographer and Bush 

Poet from Murrurundi. The photo competition will be held again next year.  The trophy shown 

below is certainly an enticement to enter.  
 

The winning photo has been distributed to various newspapers around the Scone area (NSW) and 

will be used on the Certificate of Appreciation given to sponsors.  It will also be used on the poster 

to advertise next year’s St. Heliers Field Days and is being enlarged and framed to be exhibited at 

the Muswellbrook Regional Art Gallery’s opening night (March 10
th
 2012). 
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SVENSKA SHIREHASTFORENINGEN 

( Swedish Shire Horse Show- August 2011) 
By Peter R McKeon 

 

I was fortunate to be invited by Mr John Ward and the Swedish Shire Horse Society to attend their 

annual Shire Show which was held towards the end of my UK trip. As I had never been to Sweden 

before, and as most of you know I am passionate about the Shire horse, I could not pass up such an 

exciting opportunity. We were also to be travelling with an old friend, Mr Philip Moss, who was 

the official Judge for the Swedish Show. 
 

We departed Stansted Airport for Stockholm in Sweden late on the Friday afternoon and arrived at 

our destination two and a half hours later. We cleared customs and immigration and located our 

thoroughly modern airport hotel about a 10 minute walk away. As it was about 10.30pm local time 

we decided to have a beer as a nightcap. I ordered three Heinekens and nearly had a heart attack 

when I had to pay the equivalent of AUD $37. Alcohol is very expensive in all the Scandinavian 

countries. 
 

Next morning we were picked up by Kristoffer Haggstrom and driven about 100 kilometres to  

where the Show was to be held in an indoor facility. The weather was drizzling rain and was about 

20
o 
Celsius. 

 

The trip to the Show was very interesting as we passed through some very pretty country. Our 

driver was able to explain to us the various farming operations in the areas through which we 

travelled. We also passed the very modern Volvo and SAAB Aero factories. 
 

There were about 20 entries for the Show and the quality of the Shires, especially the mares, was 

very high indeed. The show was very much like our Australian National Shire Horse Show except 

held indoors. They had led, ridden, and demonstration classes. The show was held over two days. 
 

I was later to learn that about 1,000 Shires had been imported to Sweden over the last 12-15 years 

from the UK and some of the best were retained for breeding by the Swedes. Many of the imports 

were subsequently sold on to Germany, Finland, Norway and Denmark. Sweden’s Shire 

population is now in the region of 250-300. 
 

There was a popular and well attended function at a local hall on the Saturday night. All the 

exhibitors and members self-catered for the event, with all bringing their own drinks. There was a 

great range of strange and different foods for us to try including delicious ‘pickled herring’ which I 

had not tried before. There was a one man band/disco who played a wide range of music which 

was enjoyed by all age groups. The partying went late into the night. 
 

Next morning we were chauffeured by our hosts to the show where the championship classes were 

to be judged. In Sweden they continue with the tradition of having local people who used to be 

Government judges
2
 assist the English judge. This made the judging slow and complicated. 

However, I must compliment Mr Philip Moss on the excellent and professional manner in which 

he attended to his task. Many of his decisions had to be justified to the local judges who, although 

excellent horsemen, have little knowledge or experience with Shire horses. 
 

The overall champion was an excellent mare, Imperiets Ellevon who was sired by Leverton James 

out of a Swedish bred Shire mare.  She was owned by Stall Fattiggarden. The Reserve Champion 

was a yearling named, Fattiggardens Minique, sired by Shiregardens Cevin and owned by Roger 

and Ing-Marie Pettersson. Third overall was Gleadhill Alice sired by Wittlesey Winston owned by 

Anette Bergstrom. 
 

                                                
2
 Up until 15 years ago Government officials were the only ones to judge at shows and they 

have a complicated scoring system.  
 



 

www.shirehorse.com.au                            10 

SHIRE HORSE BREEDERS AUSTRALIA INC. 

STALLION WALKER NEWSLETTER – EDITION 19 

Late that afternoon I was chauffeured back to Stockholm airport for my journey back to Stansted 

and onwards to Melbourne. 
 

It was a wonderful visit to delightful people in a beautiful country. I will certainly return. 

 

 

 
 

Imperiets Ellevon, champion, Swedish Shire Horse Show 2011 
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Philip Moss, judging at the Swedish Shire Horse Show with local judges watching

 
Above, the Swedish Shire horse show dinner. Below, exhibitor in traditional Swedish attire 
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Show season 
 

With the show season starting, it’s opportune to remind us all of the official judges panel conditions 

and the breed standard. The following is reproduced from the Shire Horse Society stud book.  The 

conditions need to be read while being aware that there are only three Australian resident judges who 

have successfully undertaken the stringent process to be appointed as accredited Shire Horse Society 

Shire judges. However, the obligations, independence and procedures should be adhered to by anyone 

judging Shires in Australia.  
 

Appendix c 
Official Judges Panel Conditions 

1. JUDGING APPOINTMENTS 
 

All judges are bound by the Society’s Memorandum and Articles of Association, By-Laws and 

Regulations and the Guide Lines for Judges and all Judges must judge in accordance with these 

guidelines and in accordance with the Society’s Standard of Points and Conformation for Shire 

horses. 
 

If a Judge is invited to officiate at more than one Show in his/her locality before accepting the 

second or third invitation, he/she should always let the inviting Society know of his/her 

appointments.  It is not in the best interest of the breed for the Judge to officiate at several shows 

throughout the year, particularly if they are within the same region, which could well mean that the 

same horses would be appearing in front of him/her. 
 

2. JUDGES NOMINATIONS 
 

The Society is responsible for nominating the Judges for the Royal Show, The National Shire 

Horse Show and the Shire Horse of the Year Championship.3 It can only provide an official list of 

Judges for Affiliated Societies 4 and nominations of individual names cannot be submitted.  
 

3. JUDGES ACCOMMODATION 
 

If a Judge requires overnight accommodation he/she should either ask the Secretary of the show 

concerned to provide this for him/her or if accommodation is being provided by a friend, this 

should not be a person who is exhibiting at the show the following day. 
 

4. ARRIVAL ON SHOWGROUND 
 

A Judge should never look at animals he/she has been asked to adjudicate on, either in the horse 

lines or anywhere else on the Showground before judging. 
 

5. DISCUSSIONS DURING JUDGING  
 

Judges are asked to follow the accepted rule that they do not hold discussions whilst the class is in 

the ring either with their stewards or with exhibitors unless it is to ask direct questions.  
 

During the break whilst classes enter and leave the ring, Judges should not hold conversations with 

spectators around the ringside.  At that time, the Judge is fully entitled to talk to his/her steward, 

but not spectators. 
 

6. REASONS 
 

If on completion of judging an exhibitor asks, in the correct way for the Judge’s opinion on their 

animal which they had exhibited, the Judge, at his/her discretion, is perfectly entitled to give a 

reason for his placing.  THIS IS ENTIRELY A MATTER FOR THE DISCRETION OF THE 

JUDGE.  Quite often exhibitors find Judges’ comments helpful to them. 

                                                
3 This refers to the shows in the United Kingdom. 
4 SHBA is an affiliated society. 
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7. JUDGE’S INTEREST IN A HORSE 
 

Exhibitors in all competitive classes are not permitted to enter an animal in any class which is to be 

judged by a person who has owned, loaned or bred the animal, or is a blood relation or spouse.  

The onus of complying with the regulation rests entirely on the exhibitor.  Geldings and Turnouts 

are exempt from this rule after a period of three years.  
 

8. BASIS OF JUDGING 
 

Exhibitors always enter Shows in the rightful belief that their animals will be fairly judged and 

there are very few proven judging irregularities.  However, it is not only important for all 

Judges to act properly, but to be “seen to be acting in this way”.  An adequate amount of time 

should be spent with each animal and all exhibits should be seen to have equal attention. 

JUDGE SHOULD NEVER UNNECESSARILY GIVE EXHIBITORS A CHANCE TO BE 

CRITICAL.  
 

9. GUIDELINES 
 

These notes have in no way been prepared to reflect either the way in which Judges behave or 

carry out their work, but merely as guide lines, particularly for younger Judges in answer to 

questions raised with the Society. 
 

10. HORSE TAILS 
 

Horse with unclipped tails should not be penalised.  The Dock should be covered. 

 

11. HORSE’S FEET 
 

If a Judge is of the opinion that a horse’s feet and shoes are not in accordance with the 

published guide lines, the horse should be placed down the line.  Equally if a Judge is of the 

opinion that the shoes fitted to a horse affected its movement, then this fact will be taken into 

consideration when placing horses in their respective classes.  Horses should not be penalised 

if they are unshod.  All turnout entries should be shod. 
 

12. ARTIFICIAL APPEARANCE 
 

Soap and resin.  The use of soap, resin or any other substance designed to give an artificial 

appearance used above the knee for turning up coats will act as disqualification.  This ruling 

does not apply to foals. Only the damping of the animal’s coat with clean water will be 

permitted. 
 

13. EXHIBITORS BEHAVIOUR IN THE RING  
 

If for any reason an exhibitor wishes to leave the ring before the final completion of the class 

judging, then the exhibitor should ask the Steward’s permission to do so and the Steward in 

turn should seek the Judge’s permission.  
 

Exhibitors are not to powder horses after they have entered the ring for judging.  Horses 

remaining in the ring for the Championship may be dusted and cleaned at the back of the ring 

or in the Collecting ring.  Under no circumstances are horses to be dusted or cleaned when 

standing in the line during judging. 
 

Only one person is allowed into the ring with each entry unless special permission is sought 

from the class steward.  This will be granted only in exceptional circumstances, i.e. where 

someone is needed to trot the horse. 
 

If in the opinion of a Judge an exhibitor conducts him/herself in an improper way during 

judging, this should be immediately reported in writing to the Society.  
 

  

 



 

www.shirehorse.com.au                            14 

SHIRE HORSE BREEDERS AUSTRALIA INC. 

STALLION WALKER NEWSLETTER – EDITION 19 

14. STEWARDS’ RESPONSIBILITIES – this section is intentionally omitted from this Stallion Walker. 
 

15. JUDGES’ DRESS 
 

When judging, judges should at all times wear a hard hat, suit (dark if possible) and a suitable 

coat (which might be a Barbour type oil skin coat) but should not wear anoraks, i.e. it is 

essential that judges should be distinguished by their dress.  The Editing & Training 

Committee recommend that lady judges dress as “ladies” with a suitable hat and appropriate 

shoes. 
 

16. DRESS FOR SHOWING 
 

Over the years the standard of dress for exhibitors has slipped.  Exhibitors must wear a suit or 

jacket with a tie.  A suitable smart top coat or wax type jacket is acceptable.
5
  In hot weather 

exhibitors should only discard jackets with the express permission of the judge. 
 

17. JUDGES COMMENTS ON A P.A. SYSTEM 
 

Many shows now require judges to give comments on placings of the first three in the class to the 
commentator. Only constructive points should be made, never criticise exhibits, all have certain good 

points.  Judges can help promote the breed by commenting on what they are looking for to improve the 

public’s awareness of the judging process.   
  

  

  
  

LLiinnee  uuppss  aatt  tthhee  UUKK  NNaattiioonnaall  SShhiirree  HHoorrssee  SShhooww  22001100  
    

                                                
5 Lady exhibitors should be guided accordingly.  
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BBrreeeedd  SSttaannddaarrdd  &&  PPooiinnttss  ooff  tthhee  SShhiirree  HHoorrssee  
 

A scale of points for the breed has been carefully drawn up and this has been amended when necessary, to 

meet modern requirements. 
 

For instance, years ago, a great characteristic of the Shire was the wealth of hair, or feathers, on the legs. 

Today the demand is for a cleaner legged horse, with straight fine, silky hair. 

The standard of points laid down by the Council is as follows: 
 

STALLIONS 

COLOUR Black, brown, bay or grey. No good stallion should be splashed with large white 

patches over the body. He must not be roan or chestnut. 

HEIGHT 17 hands (173 cms) high at maturity. Average about 17.2 hands (178 cms). 

HEAD 
Long and lean, neither too large nor too small, with long neck in proportion to the body. 
Large jaw bone should be avoided. 

EYES Large, well set and docile in expression. Wall eyes not acceptable. 

NOSE Slightly Roman nostrils thin and wide; lips together. 

EARS Long, lean, sharp and sensitive. 

THROAT Clean cut and lean. 

SHOULDER Deep and oblique, wide enough to support the collar. 

NECK Long, slightly arched, well set on to give the horse a commanding appearance. 

GIRTH 
The girth varies from 6 ft (183 cms) to 8 ft (244 cms) in stallions of from 16.2 (168 

cms) to 18 hands (183 cms). 

BACK Short, strong and muscular. Should not be dipped or roached. 

LOINS Standing well up, denoting good constitution (must not be flat). 

FORE-END 
Wide across the chest, with legs well under the body and well enveloped in muscle, or 
action is impeded. 

HIND-

QUARTERS 
Long and sweeping, wide and full of muscle, well let down towards the thighs. 

RIBS Round, deep and well sprung, not flat. 

FORELEGS Should be as straight as possible down to pastern. 

HINDLEGS 

 

Hocks should be not too far back and in line with the hind-quarters with ample width 

broadside and narrow in front. “Puffy” and “sickle” hocks should be avoided. The leg 

sinews should be clean cut and hard like fine cords to touch and clear of short cannon 
bone. 

BONE 

MEASUREMENT 

 
Of flatbone 11 inches (28 cms) is ample, although occasionally 12½ inches (32 cms) is 

recorded – flat bone is heavier and stronger than spongy bone. Hocks must be broad, 

deep and flat and set at the correct angle for leverage. 

FEET 

 

Deep, solid and wide, with thick open walls. Coronets should be hard and sinewy with 
substance. 

HAIR Not too much, fine straight and silky. 
 

A good Shire Stallion should stand from 17.0 hands (173 cms) upwards, and weigh from 18 cwt (900 Kg) 

to 22 cwt (1100 Kg) when matured, without being overdone in condition. He should possess a masculine 
head and a good crest with sloping, not upright, shoulders running well into the back, which should be 

short and well coupled with the loins. The tail should be well set up and not what is known as 

“gooserumped”. Both head and tail should be carried erect. The ribs should be well sprung, not flat sided, 
with good middle which generally denotes good constitution. A Stallion should have good feet and joints; 

http://www.shire-horse.org.uk/breed-standard/4-about-the-shire-horse
http://www.shire-horse.org.uk/breed-standard/240-listofstallions
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the feet should be wide and big around the top of the coronets with sufficient length in the pasterns. When 

in motion, he should go with force using both knees and hocks, which latter should be kept close together, 

he should go straight and true before and behind. 

A good Stallion should have strong character. 
 

MMOODDIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  OORR  VVAARRIIAATTIIOONN  OOFF  SSTTAALLLLIIOONN  SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  OOFF  PPOOIINNTTSS  FFOORR  MMAARREESS  

COLOUR Black, brown, bay, grey, roan. 

HEIGHT 16 hands (163 cms) upwards. 

HEAD 
Long and lean, neither too large nor too small, long neck in proportion to the 

body, of feminine appearance. 

EYES 
Large, well set and docile in expression. Wall eyes are acceptable except for 

animals Grade A and B register. 

NECK Long and slightly arched and not of masculine appearance. 

GIRTH 5 ft (152 cms) to 7 ft (214 cms) (matured) according to size and age of animal. 

BACK Strong and in some instances longer than a male. 

LEGS Short, with short cannons. 

BONE 

MEASUREMENT 
9 (23 cms) to 11 inches (28 cms) of flat bone, with clean cut sinews. 

 
A Mare should be on the quality side, long and deep with free action, of a feminine and matronly 

appearance, standing from 16 hands (163 cms) and upwards on short legs; she should have plenty of room 

to carry her foal. 
 

MMOODDIIFFIICCAATTIIOONNSS  OORR  VVAARRIIAATTIIOONN  OOFF  SSTTAALLLLIIOONN  SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  OOFF  PPOOIINNTTSS  FFOORR  GGEELLDDIINNGGSS  

COLOUR As for Mares. 

HEIGHT 16.2 (168 cms) hands and upwards. 

GIRTH From 6 ft (183 cms) to 7 ft 6 ins (229 cms). 

BONE 

MEASUREMENT 

10 (23 cms) to 11 inches (26 cms) under knee, slightly more underhock and 

broadside on, of flat hard quality. 

 

A gelding should be upstanding, thick, well balanced, very active and a gay mover, he should be full of 
courage and should look like and be able to do a full day’s work.  Geldings weight from 17 (850kg) to 22 

cwt (hundredweight) (1100 kg). 

 

 
A Shire stallion at the UK National Shire Horse Show 2010  
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FFAAIILLUURREE  OOFF  PPAASSSSIIVVEE  TTRRAANNSSFFEERR  
 

This article is reproduced with the permission of Tarwin Veterinary Group in whose newsletter it 

appeared originally. The article was written by Dr Melissa Rogers.  
 

At birth, foals have a limited ability to protect themselves against infection.  They are 

immunocompetent but immunologically naïve as the epitheliochorial placentation of mares does 

not allow transfer of maternal antibodies to the foetus.  Although newborn foals are 

immunocompetent at birth, a primary immune response requires approximately two weeks to 

confer protection against a disease.  A susceptible foal will die before this happens.  This is where 

the mare’s colostrum plays an important role in providing a transient immunity until the foal is 

capable of protecting itself.  Foals are unable to fully and rapidly protect themselves from disease 

until they are four months of age.  This gap in immunity is filled by the antibodies, especially 

IgG
6
, absorbed from colostrum.   

 

Colostrum is the first milk produced by the mare after the birth of a foal.  It begins to be produced 

during the last two to three weeks of pregnancy.  Most mares will produce between 1.8-2.8 litres 

of colostrum, depending on the breed.  It is a sticky yellow viscous fluid.  It contains very high 

concentrations of protective antibodies which the foal requires for temporary immunity until its 

own immune system matures.  It is CRITICAL that a foal receives colostrum within the first few 

hours after birth.  After that first feed, colostrum quality declines rapidly as colostrum is replaced 

by milk with contains little or no protective antibodies.  Foals can only absorb antibodies from 

colostrum for approximately eight hours after birth.  After this time, the cells in the intestines 

change and antibodies can no longer pass from the intestines into the blood stream.   
 

Definition of FPT 
 

Failure of passive transfer (FPT) is a condition where a newborn foal fails to absorb adequate 

antibodies from colostrum within the first six-eight hours after birth.  The prevalence of FPT in 

foals ranges between 3% and 20%. 
 

Implications of FPT 
 

The implications of FPT are an increased risk of disease and death, particularly in the first month 

of life. 
 

Some predisposing condition which may lead to FPT include: 
 

¶ Loss of colostrum via premature lactation; may be associated with twinning, placentitis or 

premature placental separation.  

¶ Inadequate colostrum production, either quality or quantity, may be associated with severe 

illness in the mare, premature foaling or ingestion of some fungal toxins.  

¶ Failure of the foal to ingest an adequate volume of colostrum; there may be associated 

neonatal weakness or rejection of the foal by the mare. 

¶ Failure to absorb colostrum; may be associated with premature foals, foal with concurrent 

illnesses, high levels of cortisone (produced when a foal is stressed) which hasten 

maturation of the specialised cells in the intestine that absorb the antibodies from the 

colostrum.  

  

                                                
6 Immunoglobulin G (IgG) are antibody molecules 
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Diagnosis 
 

FPT may occur due to production failure, ingestion failure or absorption failure.  If the foal or 

mare has suffered from one of the above predisposing factors and you are concerned that the foal 

has not received or absorbed adequate colostrum it is easy for your veterinarian to check the foal’s 

level of antibodies.  This can be done from approximately 12 to 18 hours after birth and only 

requires a simple blood test.  It is important to assess foals for FPT within the first 24 hours after 

birth.  A concentration of antibodies of less than 4 g/l (grams per litre) is consistent with FPT 

while of concentration greater than 8 g/l is consistent with good colostrum absorption. 
 

Treatment of FPT 
 

Often by the time FPT has been diagnosed it is too late to provide the adequate antibodies just via 

colostrum.  However if it is still within the first six to eight hours of birth, the foal may simply 

require 1 – 2 litres of good quality colostrum fed orally or by stomach tubing.  The colostrum must 

have a specific gravity greater than 1.060. 
 

After 24 hours the foal’s ability to absorb the colostrum and hence its usefulness in treating FPT 

decreases to almost nil.  Therefore, if the foal is older than 24 hours and has FPT it will require a 

plasma transfusion. Plasma contains the required protective antibodies and is given intravenously. 
 

Consequences of FPT 
 

Consequences of FPT include: 
 

¶ Immediate – septicaemia and death 

¶ Later risk – rotaviral infections, respiratory disease, joint ill and death. 

It is important to remember that there are no obvious outward signs of FPT in a foal but once a 

foal with FPT becomes sick, it will often die.  If you are concerned that a foal may have not 

received or absorbed adequate colostrum, contact your veterinary surgeon immediately.  Early 

treatment and diagnosis may be lifesaving.  

At a normal birth the foal should:
7
 

¶ Seem bright and alert to his surroundings 

¶ Assume a sternal position within 15 minutes with his head upright, resting on his chest 

¶ Attempt to rise within 30 minutes of birth 

¶ Stand and nurse within two to three hours after birth 

¶ Pass meconium – the first sticky, dark manure – within 12 hours. Some foals become 

constipated and may need an enema to help them along 

¶ Have a heart rate of more than 60 beats per minute, which will increase after an hour or so 

¶ Have a respiration rate of 60 to 80 breaths per minute just after birth and level out to 30 to 

40 breaths per minute after an hour 

  

                                                
7 http://www.petplace.com/horses/life-stages-of-foals/page1.aspx# is the source of this section of this report 

http://www.petplace.com/horses/life-stages-of-foals/page1.aspx
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Knowing what should be happening in the first few weeks of your foal's life is an excellent way to help 

you spot when something is amiss. Here's a basic timeline for a healthy foal. In the first two days: 

¶ The foal will nurse several times an hour, essentially keeping his dam's udder drained. A full, 

hot udder means the foal is not nursing properly. 

¶ The foal will lie down frequently for short naps, with a respiration rate of 30 to 40 breaths per 

minute. 

¶ He will urinate and pass manure frequently in small amounts. Most foals urinate immediately 

after standing up from a nap. 

¶ Many foals begin life with weak, crooked legs, so don't be too concerned if he is "down" in his 

pasterns or fetlocks for the first day or two. But consult your veterinarian if it doesn't self-

correct in about 2 months. 

¶ A foal's serum antibody levels should be providing him with full immunity by now, and they 

can be tested by your veterinarian within the first 18 to 24 hours of life. 

¶ His heart rate should level out at 80 to 120 beats per minute (compared to 40-50 bpm at two 

years old). 

¶ Heart murmurs are sometimes heard in the first two days of life but should be gone before the 

fourth day. 

¶ Temperature should be between 99 and 102 degrees. Temperatures higher or lower than this by 

even two-tenths of a degree may indicate trouble. 

¶ Depression, weakness, or evidence of residual milk on the foal's face are signs the foal is not 

thriving. Consult your vet if this occurs. 
 

The First Weeks 

¶ The foal may begin to show an interest in feed by nibbling and sampling what his dam eats. 

¶ The foal will eat fresh manure (usually his dam's), a practice called coprophagy. This may 

sound repulsive, but it serves a useful purpose, populating his gut with the helpful bacteria he'll 

need to digest fibre as he switches over to solid food. 

¶ The foal will become increasingly adventurous and independent of his dam. 

¶ Most foals develop diarrhoea called scours 7 to 12 days after birth, most likely as a natural 

reaction to the changes in the digestive tract as he matures. Normal foal scours create soft-to-

watery manure, which is not profuse. The symptoms should disappear after a few days. 
 

Indicators of Health Problems 
 

As you watch your foal develop be alert for symptoms listed below, which could indicate health 

problems: 

¶ Lethargy 

¶ Loss of appetite (full udder on the dam, "milk nose8" on the foal) 

¶ Weakness 

¶ Laboured breathing  

¶ Constipation 

¶ Diarrhoea that lasts more than a couple of days 

¶ Fever. It's a good idea to take your foal's temperature daily. 

¶ Swelling at the umbilical stump or around the genitals 

¶ Pale mucous membranes 

¶ Disorientation 

¶ Nasal discharge 

¶ Coughing  

¶ Inability to swallow 

¶ Sluggish reflexes 

¶ Decreased urination, or urine leaking from the navel stump  

                                                
8 Milk coming out of the foal’s nose  
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Retained Foetal Membranes in the Mare 
By Dr. Jonathan F Pycock, B.Vet.Med., Ph.D., D.E.S.M., M.R.C.V.S. 

Equine Reproductive Services, Messenger Farm, Ryton, Yorkshire 
 

The website www.equine-reproduction.com/articles is an excellent resource. Below is their 

article on retained placentas, noting that it’s more common in draught horses. They recommend 

oxytocin, as all vets do. But Toora Shires have had serious adverse effects from oxytocin. Each of 

Wyee Queen of Hearts and Muwarra Dimity Pearl prolapsed after the third dose of 4ml of 

oxytocin. “Queenie” survived after the attending vet arrived in time and was able to put the uterus 

back, three times. Dimity died. Dimity’s beautiful filly foal, conceived with AI semen by Trelow 

Bartimus, died the following morning, despite a vet attending to her all night.  So, Toora Shires 

have investigated all methods of getting a placenta out.  This article is an excellent resource.   

 

A mare was presented to the veterinary surgeon four hours after foaling. The owner was worried 

about the fact that the mare has not yet expelled her placenta, and posed five questions: 

 

1. What is the usual post-partum time for placental expulsion?  

 

2. What can be the sequelae of retained foetal membranes?  

 

3. What is thought to be the cause of retained foetal membranes?  

 

4. How would you treat this condition?  

 

5. What is the reproductive prognosis for the mare?  
 

Answers: 
 

What is the usual post-partum time for placental expulsion? 
 

The average time needed for placental expulsion is about one hour and should not take more than 

two hours. However, there is debate amongst equine clinicians with respect to the time interval in 

this definition and recognition of the precise time at which the process has become pathological is 

difficult. Most clinicians consider the foetal membranes to be retained if they are not passed within 

three hours of birth. Retention of the foetal membranes (RFM) is one of the most common peri 

partum problems in the mare, with an incidence in the range from 2% to 10%. 

What can be the sequelae (adverse consequences) of retained foetal membranes? 
 

RFM (retained foetal membrane) for horses is properly regarded by veterinary surgeons as a 

potentially more serious affection than the same condition in cattle. This has originated from the 

times when draught horses predominated in the horse population and was invariably followed by 

serious adverse consequences; as a result early manual removal was 

the rule. Complications include acute metritis
9
, septicaemia

10
, 

laminitis
11

 and even death. With prompt and effective treatment these 

sequelae can be avoided. In many cases, uterine involution is delayed 

even if these more serious complications do not develop. The riding 

horses and ponies of today are less likely to suffer from these 

complications, but RFM should be treated as an emergency. 

                                                
9 Infection in the uterus.  
10 Blood poisoning  
11 Founder 

http://www.equine-reproduction.com/cgi-bin/AX/ax.pl?http://www.pycock.co.uk/
http://www.equine-reproduction.com/articles
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What is thought to be the cause of retained foetal membranes? 
 

The precise cause of retained foetal membranes remains unclear. The most likely is uterine inertia due 

to hormonal imbalance. Oxytocin has an important role in postpartum uterine contractions and low 

levels of this hormone in the circulation may result in abnormal myometrial12 activity. This in turn 

leads to placental retention. The incidence of RFM is much higher incidence after dystocia  (difficult 

delivery), which is probably due to either uterine trauma or uterine inertia. In a retrospective review of 

equine dystocias treated at the Ghent Veterinary School, there was an incidence of 28% after fetotomy 

(Dissection of a dead foetus in utero) and 50% after caesarean operation. In the latter, the likelihood of 

retention was doubled if the foal was alive at the beginning of the operation compared with when it 

was dead. These authors emphasise the branching nature of the numerous chorionic microvilli 

(microscopic cellular membrane protrusions that increase the surface area of cells) which interdigitate 

(interlock, like fingers) strongly with the corresponding labyrinth of endometrial crypts13. The 

microvilli are better developed in the uterine horns than in the body and are considerably more 

branched, as well as bigger, in the non pregnant than in the pregnant horn. This latter property of the 

villi, coupled with the more marked folding of the allantochorion (the extra embryonic membrane 

formed by the fusion of the allantois; part of a developing animal conceptus <which consists of all 

embryonic and extra-embryonic tissues> and the chorion <the chorion is one of the membranes that 

exist during pregnancy between the developing foetus and mother>.) and endometrium as well as the 

slower involution of the non-pregnant horn, all combine to provide an explanation of the higher 

incidence of retention in the non-pregnant horn.  

 

Placental pieces from other areas can be retained and it is important to thoroughly examine the foetal 

membranes to determine which portion has been retained. The most frequently retained portion is the 

tip of the non-pregnant horn. The tip of the pregnant horn is generally more oedematous (“fluid like”) 

and smoother when compared with the non-pregnant horn. Often the horns of the placenta are torn and 

it may be difficult to decide whether some membrane is missing and has been left inside the mare or 

not. A thorough examination is essential in cases of doubt and the mare should be carefully monitored 

over the subsequent 48 hours to check for any untoward signs.  
 

How would you treat this condition? 
 

The most obvious sign of a retained placenta is the appearance of a variable portion of the placenta 

protruding from the vulval opening. Less commonly no placenta may be visible. This either means that 

no part of the placenta has been passed or, more likely, a portion of the placenta remains attached. The 

placenta should initially be tied up in order to prevent touching the hocks. As uterine contractility plays 

an important role in the dehiscence (separation without the foetal membranes rupturing) of the foetal 

membranes administration of oxytocin is recommended as a first and many times (up to 90% of cases) 
successful treatment.  

It is a good rule not to wait longer than 6 hours after delivery (depending of the case history or in 

heavy breeds earlier is preferable) before such a treatment is started. This treatment avoids 

manipulation in the uterus with the risk of introducing microorganisms. Oxytocin can be given via the 

intramuscular route (20-40 iu), which can be repeated after one hour if the placenta has not been 

passed. Alternatively, use slow intravenous infusion of 50 iu (international units, which measure the 

potency of a drug, not its volume as millilitres and grams do) oxytocin in 1 litre of saline during one 

hour. Symptoms of colic often follow injections of oxytocin and commonly precede natural expulsion 

so that pain-relieving drugs and sedation may be required14.  

 

                                                
12 The myometrium is the middle layer of the uterine wall, consisting mainly of uterine smooth muscle cells 
13 The medial cross section of a placentome is divided into three zones: zones A, B, and C. Zone A contains maternal 

endometrial crypts and the distal ends of the cotyledonary villous tree and is located closest to the endometrial stalk and 
myometrium, 
14 This is the point at which the two Toora Shires mares’ uteruses prolapsed. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fetus
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Only if this treatment fails and the placenta is almost detached but retained within the uterus should 

one attempt gentle manual removal. This interference should be carried out with scrupulous regard to 

asepsis (being absolutely confident that you will not introduce any disease-causing contaminants such 

as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites) and no undue force should be applied, for even moderate 
traction on the afterbirth may cause the uterus to become inverted and prolapsed.  

In most cases of retention some separation of the allantochorion has occurred and consequently a 
variable amount of the afterbirth hangs down from the vulva.  

¶ The mare is effectively restrained and measures taken to protect the operator from being kicked. 

¶ The tail is bandaged and held to one side by the attendant while the obstetrician thoroughly washes 

the perineum (the region of the body inferior to the pelvic diaphragm and between the legs) and 

rear of the mare.  

¶ With the hand and arm protected by a clean plastic sleeve, the extruded mass, or failing that the 

freed part lying within the vagina, is grasped and twisted into a rope. The gloved hand, anointed 

with lubricant is gently introduced along the 'rope' to the area of circumferential attachment in the 

uterus.  

¶ As the 'rope' is gently pulled and twisted, the tips of the fingers are pressed between the 

endometrium and the chorion. The villi are easily detached, and as the allantochorion is gradually 

freed it is taken up by further twisting of the detached mass.  

¶ The allantochorionic membrane is gently separated from the endometrium by moving one of the 

hands between them. The tightest attachment usually is at the tip of the horn.  

The process of separation usually proceeds quite smoothly, and the complete sac of allantochorion can 

be gradually detached from the pregnant horn. There is a tendency for attachment to be firmer in the 

non-pregnant horn, and occasionally retention is confined to this horn. If it is found impossible to 

detach the apical portions of the allantochorionic sac without tearing the membranes it is better to 
desist and to try again in 4-6 hours, by which time a successful outcome will be likely.  

Unwanted side effects of this manual removal may be serious haemorrhage, invagination (folding 
inward) of one of the horns and a higher chance of retention of microvilli in the endometrium.  

Vandeplassche and his colleagues refer particularly to the residue of microvilli which is present in the 

endometrium even after a normal expulsion of the afterbirth and which is vastly increased when 

manual removal is effected in a case of retention. During a difficult manual removal only the central 

branches of the chorionic villi are removed while practically all the microvilli are broken off and 
retained; rupture of endometrial and sub-endometrial capillaries may also occur.  

The consequences of difficult removal are: increased puerperal exudate, containing much tissue debris; 
endometritis and laminitis; uterine spasm and delayed involution of the uterus.  

It is for these reasons that Vandeplassche and his colleagues prefer to treat severe equine retention by 
means of intravenous drip administration of oxytocin rather than by persistence with manual removal.  

A third method described in the literature and which has may be successful under circumstances is the 

placement of some 10 L of warm, sterile saline inside the chorioallantoic membrane. Stretching of the 

uterine wall and stimulating uterine contractions via endogenous oxytocin may assist the separation of 

the microvilli from their endometrial crypts. This treatment should be used in combination with 
exogenous (external) oxytocin administration.  

After removal, it is always important to check the placental membranes for completeness confirming 

that all the allantochorion has been removed. If pieces of membrane are left in the uterus they are 

usually impossible to reach due to the disproportionate size of the immediate post-partum uterus 

compared with the veterinarian’s arm. If necessary, the uterus should be flushed and siphoned to 

remove any fluid exudate (fluid that filters from the circulatory system into lesions or areas of 
inflammation) remaining in the uterus by using a stomach tube and funnel. 
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Uterine lavage consisting of infusion of warm sterile saline using a stomach tube and funnel. 

This dark detritus should then be siphoned out. 

 

Aftercare includes (depending on the severity of the case) regular general examination, checking the 

uterus (for involution and contents) and, if indicated flushing and siphoning the uterus once or twice 
daily for a few days in combination with further injections of oxytocin.  

The rationale for uterine lavage (washing) is to remove both debris and bacteria from the uterus. 

Warm, sterile physiologic saline should be used in two to four litre flushes (until the recovered fluid is 

clear). Vandeplassche and colleagues do not support the use of any antiseptic solution to rinse the 

uterus after the expulsion of the afterbirth, because this depresses phagocytosis (mechanism used to 
remove pathogens and cell debris).  

Special attention is paid for signs of laminitis and non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs are given 

when laminitis is a suspected complication. Tetanus antitoxin is recommended. and, if indicated, 

treatment with antibiotics. If there is a risk for the mare developing a toxic metritis (infection in the 

uterus), she should be treated with systemic and intra-uterine antibiotics. The dominant infective 

organism is often Streptococcus zooepidemicus initially, but infection with gram-negative bacteria 

such as Escherischia coli frequently develops. The antibiotics chosen should have broad-spectrum 

activity and should be effective against endotoxin-producing organism. Cyclooxygenase inhibitors 

such as flunixin meglumine should be given to either treat or minimise the risk of development of 
endotoxaemia. 

What is the reproductive prognosis for the mare? 
 

By A.J. Neumann, D.V.M. 
 

Research was done in Japan during the period of 1991 to 1994. The research was on the “effect of 

placental retention time and associated treatments on reproductive performance in heavy draught 

horses.” This study was performed using a group of 442 mares representing several breeds of draught 

horses and ranging in age from 4 to 20 years. 
 

The mares were bred back at foal heat and checked for pregnancy. Those who then remained open 

were bred on their cycles, and the number of days was recorded up to the last day of breeding when the 

mare became pregnant.  The study revealed that the longer the placental retention time, the greater the 

decrease in the pregnancy rate of the mare. 
 

Here are some of their findings: 
 

1. Draught mares commonly suffer from retained placentas. 

2. The placenta would normally be expelled within three hours after foaling. 

3. Manual removal of a retained placenta should not be done within twelve hours of foaling. 

4. A long placenta retention time, greater than eight hours, results in 100% of these mares having 

aerobic bacteria present cultures taken from their uteruses. 

5. Mares with placental retention time less than one hour has a subsequent pregnancy rate of 66% 

on the foal heat breeding. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathogen
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6. Mares with retention time of four hours or longer dropped to 51.7% pregnancy rate on the foal 

heat breeding. 

7. Reproductive performance of the mares with retention time above four hours dramatically 

improved with uterine irrigation. 

8. The pregnancy rate decreases remarkably as the placental retention rate increases 

9. In summary it was stated that the placenta should be expelled as soon as possible after foaling, 

and the process should be aided after one hour with the judicious administration of drugs which 

promote the contraction of the uterus. 
 

The doctors listed who apparently did the experimental work were: M.Ishii; T. Jitsukasa; T. 

Shimamura; A. Utsumi; M.Endo; and T. Yamanoi. 
 

Many thanks to the Draft Horse Journal, Doc A. J. Neumann D.V.M. equine veterinarian and the Draft 

Horse Journal Website www.drafthorsejournal.com for permission to print the above article. 
 

References 
1: Vandeplassche, M., Spincemaille, J., Bouters, R. and Bonte, P. (1972) Equine Vet. J., 4, 105. 

© 2002 Dr. Jonathan F Pycock, B.Vet.Med., Ph.D., D.E.S.M., M.R.C.V.S. 

PICTURE GALLERY 
 

Thanks to Joe Jetson and Brooke and Colleen Carrington for providing these photographs. 

 
Joe Jetson riding Mandalay Realm Magentine (ñFoxyò) 
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Dee Carringon aboard Mingara Jack 

 

 
Brooke Carrington and Ballafayle Sonata at Blacktown show 
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Blacktown Show 
Article by Colleen Carrington 

 

Colleen Carrington reports that it was a very day at Blacktown Show, but there were plenty of 

competitors entered for the day. 

 

Shandell Park Shires entered Ballafayle Sonata (mare) and Mingara Jack (gelding) on the day.  

Sonata won the led mare class and Jack won the led gelding class. 

 

Brooke rode Sonata and won first in the Ridden Mare class and then went on to win Reserve 

Champion Ridden Heavy Horse. 

 

Every time Shandell Park Shires compete at Blacktown Showground, the Committee of the Show 

always asks if the Shires could do a couple of laps around the main arena, just to show them off.  

Of course we accommodate! 

 

I find it amazing how unflappable our horses are when we take them to events like this, with all 

that goes on around them, they just stay focused on what we are asking them to do at the time.   

 

It was a long day with Brooke and horses very tired by the end of it.  We hosed the horses off, the 

horses had a quick feed, Brooke had some lunch, loaded the truck and we headed for home.  
 

 
Mingara Jack at Blacktown show  
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PENRITH SHOW 
Article by Colleen Carrington 

 

The Committee of Penrith Show, after many years, decided to include heavy horses in their program. 
 

There was a large variety of heavy horses at this show, including Australian Draught horses, 

Clydesdales, Percherons, Drum Horses, Haflingers and of course Shires. 
 

Shandell Park Shires had a very successful day winning the mare class with Ballafayle Sonata and 

winning the gelding class with Mingara Jack.  Mingara Jack went on to win Champion Shire Exhibit 

and also Supreme Heavy Horse Exhibit of the Show, well done Jack!   
 

I was very proud that Jack won Supreme Heavy Horse Exhibit of the show as I purchased him from 

Brooke early in August.  I would like to thank Brooke for giving me the opportunity to own a Shire. 
 

The ridden class was well contested with all heavy horses competing in the one ring.  Brooke rode 

Ballafayle Sonata in this class and went on to win the ridden class.   
 

It is always a pleasure to talk to the public about the Shires at shows like this and exhibit our 

beautiful horses. 
 

 
Mingara Jack at Penrith show 

 
Brooke Carrington and Ballafayle Sonata at Penrith show 
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Jane Thomas on Ingleside Kaitlyn with husband Jack and daughter Georgia enjoying a cool break at 

Yarramundi River 

 
Colleen Carrington riding Mingara Jack shortly after Colleenôs hip replacement; a reminder for many 

of us that we too should get back in a saddle.  Colleen and Jack are accompanied by Dee Carrington.  
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For Sale  

 

Foaling alarm system 
Two transmitters (which attach to the mare’s halter) and one base station/receiver. 

In excellent working order.  

$650 

Contact Peter or Marylou McKeon: 
 Telephone 03 5627 8350; mobile 0408 250 345; email mckeonpr@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The foaling alarm monitor consists of a small waterproof battery-operated transmitter enclosed in a 

leather pouch which is attached to the mare's headstall and positioned comfortably under her neck. The 

transmitter is activated 8-10 seconds after the mare lies down to foal and a signal is received on a 
receiver positioned up to some 400 metres distant. With only a headstall to wear, the mare is not 

conscious that she is carrying a transmitter, and is completely relaxed when she goes down in the 

foaling position. 
 

This unique foaling device automatically alerts the mare's owner or breeder when the mare lies down 

and stretches out to commence labour.  

mailto:mckeonpr@gmail.com
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SHIRE HORSE BREEDERS AUSTRALIA INC. - MEMORABILIA 
Key rings, lapel badges and stubby holders $10 each, plus postage. 

Each product is Australian made. 

   

    

Any or all of the above items may be purchased from Terry Parks: 

H.T.Parks@heliograph.net Telephone: 03 5686 2181 
 

  

mailto:H.T.Parks@heliograph.net
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